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SECTION

 

Vocabulary Builder

 

3

 

3

 

Step-by-Step 
Instruction

 

˙

 

Objectives

 

As you teach this section, keep students 
focused on the following objectives to help 
them answer the Section Focus Question 
and master core content.

 

■

 

Summarize the works of Roman 
literary figures, historians, and 
philosophers.

 

■

 

Describe the art and architecture 
developed by the Romans.

 

■

 

Understand how the Romans applied 
science and mathematics for practical 
use.

 

■

 

Explain how Rome’s legal codes pro-
tected everyone in the empire.

Prepare to Read

 

 

 

Build Background Knowledge

 

Ask students to list Roman achievements 
in the arts, law, science, or architecture 
that they already know. Write responses 
on the board and add to the list as you 
teach the section.

 

Set a Purpose

 

■

 

 WITNESS HISTORYWITNESS HISTORY

 

 

 

Read the selection 
aloud or play the audio.

AUDIO

 

 

 

Witness History Audio CD,

 

 
Safety Under the Law

 

Ask 

 

Why didn’t Caesar punish 
Cicero for his criticism? 

 

(Caesar 
respected Cicero’s gift for understand-
ing and respected his political ideals 
and values even though Cicero was 
critical of Caesar’s rule.)

 

■

 

Focus

 

Point out the Section Focus 
Question and write it on the board. 
Tell students to refer to this question 
as they read. 

 

(Answer appears with 
Section 3 Assessment answers.)

 

■

 

Preview

 

Have students preview the 
Section Objectives and the list of 
Terms, People, and Places.

 

■

 

 

 

 

 

Have students read this 
section using the Guided Questioning 
strategy (TE, p. T20). As they read, 
have students fill in the graphic 
organizer.

 

 

 

Reading and Note Taking 
Study Guide,

 

 p. 52

Use the information below and the following resources to teach the high-use word from this section. 

 

Teaching Resources, Unit 1,

 

 p. 88; 

 

Teaching Resources, Skills Handbook,

 

 p. 3

High-Use Word Definition and Sample Sentence

 

 

 

utilize, p. 162

 

v.

 

 to make use of something
The campers were 

 

utilizing

 

 branches from nearby trees to make a fire.

L3

L3
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The Roman Achievement

Objectives
• Summarize the works of Roman literary figures, 

historians, and philosophers.
• Describe the art and architecture developed by 

the Romans.
• Understand how the Romans applied science 

and mathematics for practical use.
• Explain how Rome’s legal codes protected 

everyone in the empire.

Terms, People, and Places
Virgil
satirize
mosaic

engineering
aqueduct
Ptolemy

Through war and conquest, Roman generals carried the achieve-
ments of Roman civilization to distant lands. Yet the civilization
that developed was not simply Roman. Rather, it blended Greek,
Hellenistic, and Roman achievements.

Romans Write Literature, History, 
and Philosophy
In its early days, Rome absorbed ideas from Greek colonists in
southern Italy, and it continued to borrow heavily from Greek cul-
ture after it conquered Greece. To the Romans, Greek art, literature,
philosophy, and scientific genius represented the height of cultural
achievement. Their admiration never wavered, leading the Roman
poet Horace to note, “Greece has conquered her rude conqueror.”

The Romans adapted Greek and Hellenistic achievements, just as
the Greeks had once absorbed ideas from Egypt and the Fertile Cres-
cent. The blending of Greek, Hellenistic, and Roman traditions pro-
duced what is known as Greco-Roman civilization. Trade and travel
during the Pax Romana helped spread this vital new civilization.

Poets Write With Respect and Humor In the field of litera-
ture, the Romans owed a great debt to the Greeks. Many Romans
spoke Greek and imitated Greek styles in prose and poetry. Still, the
greatest Roman writers used Latin to create their own literature.

In his epic poem the Aeneid,Virgil tried to show that Rome’s past
was as heroic as that of Greece. He linked his epic to Homer’s work
by telling how Aeneas escaped from Troy to found Rome. Virgil wrote
the Aeneid soon after Augustus came to power. He hoped it would
arouse patriotism and help unite Rome after years of civil wars.

Cicero launches an 
attack in the Senate.

Safety Under the Law
Marcus Tullius Cicero was a philosopher, politician, and 
passionate defender of law. As the republic declined, 
he often attacked ambitious men such as Julius Caesar. 
When Caesar came to power by force, one might have 
expected Cicero to be in danger. But Caesar forgave 
Cicero, noting that it was “more glorious to have 
enlarged the limits of the Roman mind than the 
boundaries of Roman rule.”

Focus Question How did advances in arts, learning, 
and the law show the Romans’ high regard for cultural 
and political achievements?

Reading Skill: Understand Effects The Romans 
prized cultural and political achievement. As you 
read, use a concept web like the one below to list 
developments that show the effects of achievements 
like these.

Effects

WITNESS HISTORYWITNESS HISTORY AUDIO
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Ancient Rome and the Rise of Christianity

 

Link to Architecture

Teach

 

 

 

Romans Write Literature, 
History, and Philosophy/
Roman Art and Architecture 
Develops

 

Instruct

 

■

 

Introduce: Key Terms

 

Ask students 
to locate the key term 

 

satirize

 

 (in blue) 
in the text and explain its meaning. 
Have students identify topics that are 
satirized today both in writing and in 
political cartoons, such as manners, 
music, art, fashion, political beliefs, 
and policies. Then have them speculate 
on social and political topics that might 
have interested Roman satirists. Ask 

 

What is the goal of writing satire? 

 

(to make fun of or call attention to prob-
lems or improper conduct)

 

 Discuss why 
satire might have been less risky than 
direct criticism.

 

■

 

Teach

 

Ask 

 

How did the Romans 
show their admiration for Greek lit-
erature, philosophy, and the arts? 

 

(They copied Greek styles in prose and 
poetry; adapted Greek and Hellenistic 
philosophy, especially Stoicism; and to 
some extent based art and architecture 
on Greek models. Like Greek sculpture, 
some Roman sculpture was realistic.) 

 

What were the main differences 
between Roman and Greek sculp-
ture and architecture?

 

 (Some Roman 
sculpture focused on revealing an indi-
vidual’s character and some was idealis-
tic rather than realistic. Roman 
architecture stressed grandeur rather 
than elegance, improved on structural 
devices such as columns and arches, and 
developed the rounded dome.)

 

Answers

 

 

 

In the 

 

Aeneid

 

, the epic poet Virgil portrays 
Rome’s past as heroic and links his work and 
his country’s history to Homer’s Greek epics; 
Livy’s history of Rome recalls images of Rome’s 
heroic past and offers tales of great Roman 
heroes.

 

 

 

The Greeks aimed for simple elegance in 
architecture. The Romans aimed for grandeur, 
building huge palaces, temples, and stadiums 
as monuments to Roman power.

PRIMARY SOURCE

 

 

 

He says we can 
find examples to follow as well as warnings of 
actions to avoid.

 

The Colosseum

 

Nowhere is the Roman love of 
grandeur more apparent than in the giant amphithe-
ater known as the Colosseum. The Colosseum was a 
stone and concrete building 12 to 15 stories high. It 
could hold as many as 50,000 spectators. Large 
crowds came to watch combat between gladiators, 

fights between men and animals, and fabulous spec-
tacles that included mock naval engagements. For the 
naval battles, workers removed the heavy wooden 
floor and made artificial lakes by flooding the lowest 
level. A system of tunnels and staircases allowed large 
crowds to exit the building in minutes.

L3

Other poets used verse to satirize, or make fun of, Roman society.
Horace’s satires were gentle, using playful wit to attack human folly.
Those of Juvenal and Martial were more biting. Martial’s poems, for
example, were so harsh that he had to use fictitious names to protect
himself from retribution.

Historians Tell the Story of Rome Roman historians pursued their
own theme—the rise and fall of Roman power. Like the poet Virgil, the his-
torian Livy sought to arouse patriotic feeling and restore traditional Roman
virtues by recalling images of Rome’s heroic past. In his history of Rome,
Livy recounted tales of great heroes such as Horatius and Cincinnatus.

Another historian, Tacitus, wrote bitterly about Augustus and his suc-
cessors, who, he felt, had destroyed Roman liberty. He admired the sim-
ple culture of the Germans who lived on Rome’s northern frontier and
would later invade the empire.

Romans Adapt Greek Philosophy Romans borrowed much of their
philosophy from the Greeks. The Hellenistic philosophy of Stoicism
impressed Roman thinkers such as the emperor Marcus Aurelius. Stoics
stressed the importance of duty and acceptance of one’s fate. They also
showed concern for the well-being of all people, an idea that would be
reflected in the Christian teachings you will read about in Section 4.

How did Roman writers promote patriotism?

Roman Art and Architecture Develops
To a large degree, Roman art and architecture were based on Greek and
Etruscan models. However, as with literature, the Romans made adapta-
tions to develop their own style.

Creating Expressive Art Like the Greeks before them, Roman sculp-
tors stressed realism, portraying their subjects with every wart and vein
in place. The Romans also broke new ground by focusing on revealing an
individual’s character. A statue of a soldier, a writer, or an emperor might
capture an expression of smugness, discontent, or haughty pride.

Some Roman sculpture, however, was idealistic. For example, sculp-
tors transformed Augustus, who was neither handsome nor imposing,
into a symbol of power and leadership.

Romans used works of art to beautify their homes. Examples of these
works were preserved in Pompeii, a city buried by the volcanic eruption
of Mount Vesuvius in A.D. 79. Artists depicted scenes from Roman litera-
ture and daily life in splendid frescoes and mosaics. A mosaic is a pic-
ture made from chips of colored stone or glass.

Advancing Architecture While the Greeks aimed for simple elegance in
architecture, the Romans emphasized grandeur. Immense palaces, temples,
and stadiums stood as mighty monuments to Roman power and dignity.

The Romans also improved on existing structural devices such as col-
umns and arches. Utilizing concrete as a building material, they devel-
oped the rounded dome as a roof for large spaces. The most famous domed
structure is the Pantheon, a temple that honors the many Roman gods. It
still stands in Rome today.

How did Roman architecture differ from Greek 
architecture?

Vocabulary Builder
utilizing—(YOOT ul lyz ing) vt. making 
use of something

In this passage, Livy (shown below) 
comments on the importance of studying 
history. In what ways does he say we can 
learn from history?

Primary Source

“ . . . in history you have a record of the 
infinite variety of human experience 
plainly set out for all to see; and in that 
record you can find for yourself and your 
country both examples and warnings: 
fine things to take as models, base 

things, rotten 
through and 
through, to 
avoid.”
—Livy, The History 
of Rome
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Solutions for All Learners

 

■

 

Quick Activity

 

Display 

 

Color Trans-
parencies 27: Gladiators

 

 and 

 

28: 
The Roman Colosseum.

 

 Use the les-
son suggested in the transparency book 
to teach students more about Roman 
developments in art and architecture. 
Using the Think-Write-Pair-Share 
strategy (TE, p. T23), have students 
write a paragraph describing what they 
think is the most significant Roman 
contribution to art.

 

 

 

Color Transparencies,

 

 27, 28

 

Independent Practice

 

■

 

Conduct the unit simulation, 

 

The Lost 
City of Vesuvia

 

, to further explore 
everyday life in Roman times.

 

 

 

Teaching Resources, Unit 1,

 

 
pp. 124–127

 

■

 

Link to Literature

 

To help students 
learn more about early Roman heroic lit-
erature, have them read the selection 
from Virgil’s 

 

Aeneid

 

 and complete the 
worksheet.

 

 

 

Teaching Resources, Unit 1,

 

 p. 92

 

Monitor Progress

 

As students fill in their concept webs, cir-
culate to make sure they understand how 
Romans valued cultural achievements in 
literature, art, and architecture. For a 
completed version of the concept web, see

 

 

 

Note Taking Transparencies,

 

 69

 

Answers

 

Thinking Critically

 

1.

 

inclusion of music and theater in daily life; pro-
fessional bakers

 

2.

 

to take advantage of a unique chance to record 
the physical appearance of ancient Romans and 
to preserve the drama of the event

L1

 

 

 

Special Needs L2

 

 

 

Less Proficient Readers L2

 

 

 

English Language Learners

 

Students of ancient world history have often com-
mented that while the Greeks were the original inven-
tors in areas such as government, law, religion, 
architecture, and the arts, the Romans were skilled 
copiers who adapted and further developed the origi-

nal Greek ideas. After students finish reading Chapter 5 
Section 3, ask them to list all of the aspects of Roman 
civilization that were copied from or inspired by the 
ancient Greeks.

When trying to learn about everyday people in ancient times, scholars often face 
two challenges. First, time has worn away at the remnants of the past, leaving 
investigators much less to study than once existed. Second, usually those 
most able to commission texts or art were the political and social elite; 
often little remains to shed light on the lives of other classes. In ancient 
Rome, however, a traumatic event—the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 
A.D. 79—perfectly preserved many artifacts. In the ash and mud that 
buried cities such as Herculaneum and Pompeii, archaeologists have 
found records of all aspects of Roman daily life.

Theater was popular in 
ancient Rome. In this 
mosaic, actors begin to 
don costumes and 
masks before a play. 

Many Romans 
played music at 
home. This fresco 
shows a woman 
playing the 
cithara, or lyre. �

Pompeii’s remains tell us about a variety 
of Roman professions. The oven 

and grain mills of a bakery 
still stand in Pompeii (below), 
and a petrified loaf of bread 
(left) was found nearby. 

As Mount Vesuvius erupted, 
some 18 feet of volcanic debris 
fell on Pompeii. Many people 
died trying to escape. In the 
mid-1800s, archaeologist 
Guiseppe Fiorelli poured plaster 
into cavities in the ash that 
were left behind once bodies 
decayed. Like this one, the 
plaster casts he created show 
vividly the desperate struggle 
to flee the eruption. �

�

�Thinking Critically
1. Synthesize 

Information What are 
some aspects of Roman 
daily life that these 
artifacts reveal to us?

2. Determine 
Relevance Why do 
you think Fiorelli 
thought it important to 
create plaster casts of 
the victims?
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Ancient Rome and the Rise of Christianity

 

Link to Science

 

Romans Apply Science and 
Mathematics for Practical 
Use/New Law Codes 
Protect the Empire

 

Instruct

 

■

 

Introduce: Key Terms

 

Have stu-
dents find the terms 

 

engineering

 

 and 

 

aqueducts

 

 (in blue) in the text. Have 
students examine the visuals on this 
page and discuss how these two terms 
are related.

 

■

 

Teach

 

Ask 

 

What were some practi-
cal applications of Roman engi-
neering skills? 

 

(roads, bridges, 
harbors, aqueducts) 

 

What original 
research did Greek citizens of the 
empire do? 

 

(Ptolemy proposed an 
Earth-centered theory of the universe; 
Galen used experiments to prove a con-
clusion.) 

 

How was the knowledge 
gained by Greeks and Romans pre-
served? 

 

(collected in medical encyclo-
pedias or volumes on geography, 
zoology, or botany) 

 

What was Rome’s 
greatest legacy and how is it 
reflected in the U.S. justice system? 

 

(commitment to rule of law and justice; 
such concepts as innocent until proven 
guilty, need for evidence to prove guilt, 
judicial interpretation of laws)

 

■

 

Quick Activity

 

Divide students into 
groups. Have each group review the 
images in the section and the achieve-
ments of the Romans in various areas 
and nominate one person, invention, or 
idea for a Roman Culture Hall of Fame. 
Each group should explain the criteria 
it used to make its choice.

 

Independent Practice

 

Have students write an essay explaining 
how the rule of law contributed to unity 
and stability in the Roman empire.

 

Monitor Progress

 

Check Note Taking Study Guide entries 
for student understanding.

 

Pliny the Elder

 

The early Roman scientist, Pliny 
the Elder, was a prolific and ambitious writer. He 
wrote at least 75 books and left behind another 160 
volumes of unpublished notebooks. In the introduc-
tion to his 37-volume 

 

Natural History

 

, he explained 
that his goal was to “set forth in detail all the con-
tents of the entire world.” His most accurate contribu-

tions are his volumes on botany, giving insights into 
Roman gardens and the farm tools, crops, and tech-
niques used at that time. His scientific curiosity led to 
his death at age 56 at an eruption of Mt. Vesuvius. 
Hearing about an unusual cloud formation, he went 
to find out the cause and died of fumes from the 
exploding volcano.

L3 Eleven separate aqueducts like 
the one below covered more 
than 260 miles of land to
supply the city of Rome with 
clean water from mountain 
springs outside the city. Once 
in the city, the water was piped 
into public buildings and baths, 
some houses, and gardens. 
Much of  the water ended up 
in public fountains, where 
many people gathered it for 
cooking and drinking. 

Romans Apply Science and Mathematics 
for Practical Use
The Romans excelled in engineering, which is the application of science
and mathematics to develop useful structures and machines. Roman
engineers built roads, bridges, and harbors throughout the empire.
Roman roads were so solidly built that many of them were still used long
after the fall of the empire. Roman engineers also built many immense
aqueducts, or bridgelike stone structures that carried water from the
hills into Roman cities. The wealthy had water piped in, and almost
every city boasted public baths. Here, people gathered not only to wash
themselves but also to hear the latest news and exchange gossip.

The Romans generally left scientific research to the Greeks, who were
by that time citizens of the empire. In Alexandria, Egypt, Hellenistic scien-
tists exchanged ideas freely. It was there that astronomer-mathematician
Ptolemy (TAHL uh mee) proposed his theory that the Earth was the center
of the universe, a mistaken idea that was accepted in the Western world
for nearly 1,500 years.

The Greek doctor Galen advanced the frontiers of medical science by
insisting on experiments to prove a conclusion. Galen compiled a medical
encyclopedia summarizing what was known in the field at the time. It
remained a standard text for more than 1,000 years.
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Assess and Reteach

 

 

 

Assess Progress

 

■

 

Have students complete the 
Section Assessment.

 

■

 

Administer the Section Quiz.

 

 

 

Teaching Resources, Unit 1,

 

 p. 85

 

■

 

To further assess student under-
standing, use

 

 

 

Progress Monitoring 
Transparencies,

 

 21

 

Reteach

 

If students need more instruction, have 
them read the section summary.

 

 

 

Reading and Note Taking 
Study Guide,

 

 p. 53

 

 

 

Adapted Reading and 
Note Taking Study Guide,

 

 p. 53

 

 

 

Spanish Reading and 
Note Taking Study Guide,

 

 p. 53

 

Extend

 

See this chapter’s Professional Develop-
ment pages for the Extend Online activity 
on Roman mosaics.

 

Answers

 

 

 

Greek citizens such as Ptolemy and Galen did 
scientific research. The Romans put the 
research to practical use and compiled the 
knowledge into encyclopedias.

 

 

 

The basic principles of Roman law include that 
the accused was presumed innocent until 
proven guilty and was allowed to face the 
accuser and offer a defense. Also, guilt had to 
be established using solid evidence.

Section 3 Assessment

 

 

 

1. 

 

Answers should reflect an understanding 
of each term, person, or place.

 

2. 

 

Rome supported writers, artists, and sci-
entists, who produced many of its cultural 
and political achievements. The Romans 
found practical applications for advances 
in science and mathematics, and devel-
oped comprehensive legal codes.

 

3. 

 

The Romans borrowed much of their phi-
losophy from Greek thinkers and based 

their art and architecture partly on Greek 
models.

 

4. 

 

Roman engineers built roads, bridges, 
harbors, and aqueducts.

 

5. 

 

Roman principles of law that are part of 
the American legal system include the 
presumption of innocence, provision for 
the accused to face the accuser and offer a 
defense against the charge, the establish-
ment of guilt only through evidence, 
allowing judges to interpret laws, and 
expecting judges to make fair decisions.

 

● 

 

Writing About History

 

Paragraphs should clearly describe the dif-
ferent types of art and writing practiced by 
various Roman artists.

For additional assessment, have students 
access 

 

Progress Monitoring

 

 Online

 

 at 

 

Web Code naa-0531.

L3

L3

L1 L2

L2

L4

33

Although the Romans did little original research, they did put science
to practical use. They applied geography to make maps and medical
knowledge to help doctors improve public health. Like Galen, they col-
lected knowledge into encyclopedias. Pliny the Elder, a Roman scientist,
compiled volumes on geography, zoology, botany, and other topics, all
based on other people’s works.

Who in the Roman empire engaged in scientific 
research? Who put science to practical use?

New Law Codes Protect the Empire
“Let justice be done,” proclaimed a Roman saying, “though the heavens
fall!” Probably the greatest legacy of Rome was its commitment to the
rule of law and to justice. During the Roman empire, the rule of law fos-
tered unity and stability. Many centuries later, the principles of Roman
law would become the basis for legal systems throughout the world,
including that of the United States.

Two Codes Become One During the republic, Rome developed a sys-
tem of law, known as the civil law, that applied to its citizens. As Rome
expanded, however, it ruled many foreigners who were not covered under
the civil law. Gradually, a second system of law, known as the law of
nations, emerged. It applied to all people under Roman rule, both citi-
zens and non-citizens. Later, when Rome extended citizenship across the
empire, the two systems merged.

Leaving a Legal Legacy As Roman law developed, certain basic prin-
ciples evolved. Many of these principles are familiar to Americans today.
An accused person was presumed innocent until proven guilty. The
accused was allowed to face the accuser and offer a defense against the
charge. Guilt had to be established “clearer than daylight,” using solid
evidence. Judges were allowed to interpret the laws and were expected to
make fair decisions. Penalties, however, varied according to social class,
and lower-class defendants could be treated more harshly.

What were the basic principles of Roman law?

Terms, People, and Places

1. For each term, person, or place listed at 
the beginning of the section, write a 
sentence explaining its significance.

2. Reading Skill: Understand Effects
Use your completed concept web to 
answer the Focus Question: How did 
advances in arts, learning, and the law 
show the Romans’ high regard for cul-
tural and political achievements?

Comprehension and Critical Thinking

3. Make Generalizations How did 
Greek culture influence the develop-
ment of Roman civilization?

4. Synthesize Information How did 
Romans use science and mathematics 
to improve life in the empire?

5. Determine Relevance Give two 
examples of how Roman principles 
of law affect life in the United States 
today.

● Writing About History

Quick Write: Write an Introduction
Prepare for a compare-and-contrast essay 
about Roman writers and artists by writing 
an introductory paragraph. Include brief 
mention of the different types of writing 
and arts the Romans practiced as well as 
the overall focus of each type.

Progress Monitoring Online
For: Self-quiz with vocabulary practice
Web Code: naa-0531
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